
A few thoughts on publishing, queries, 
markets, and self-publishing 

opinions by Barb, who is really not qualified 

1. Fiction is an entire education onto itself. The industry of publishing is another—

there’s a lot to learn, a lot going on, and this is where fiction stops being art and 

starts being business. You cannot learn everything you need to know in a 

workshop. You will need books, blogs, and forums. Prepare to spend hours if not 

weeks reading and learning. 

2. There are a lot of scams. Use beware sites and ask around before you give 

someone money to look at/publish your work (links to follow). 

3. The next time someone wants you to write for free ‘for the exposure,’ politely remind 

them that people die of exposure all the time. 

4. Understand copyright. Use the proper terms. Do not trust other people’s 

uneducated advice. NOLO Copyright Handbook at the library. No excuses. 

5. Pitches are important. Scary? Yes. Hard? Oh yes. But still necessary. Practice. 

Practice aloud. Practice some more. All stories can be pitched. Most stories have 

several angles to pitch from. Also called logline or blurb or summary. Pitches tell a 

mini-story that tease the reader into reading the whole story. 

6. Everything in publishing has changed in the last five years. Imprints and publishers 

have merged. Processes have changed. Genre conventions have changed. 

Companies’ reputations have changed. Names have changed. Scams have 

changed. 

7. Self-publishing—it’s not just for losers anymore. But it is a business, and it’s your 

business, so treat it like one. Realistic expectations, industry knowledge, and 

understanding your consumer. 

8. Publishing—there are a lot of scams out there. Check the press before you submit. 

Learn the red flags and lingo that scammers use. Be a businessperson first and 

foremost, and treat all potential publishers like business partners. Except the same 

from them. Get a lawyer versed in IP law. 

9. Submitting work is hard. If it were easy, everyone would be a published writer. 

10. Learn to read about publishing critically. Look for credentials and experience to 

back up a writer’s words/claims. What are they selling you? What do they have to 

gain in taking the time to write about publishing? Have they earned their stripes? 

  



Resources: 

 
 Query letter Hell on Absolute Write has some great stickies and examples. Read them. 

See what others say about them. If you’re already an active member, but yours into the 

meatgrinder. (Signup/Login required) 

http://www.absolutewrite.com/forums/forumdisplay.php?f=174  

 Query Shark – one agent mercilessly critiques submissions with snark, wit, and industry 

standards on her blog: http://www.absolutewrite.com/forums/forumdisplay.php?f=174 

 Rejection, Romance & Royalties: The Wacky World of a Working Writer by Laura 

Resnick. Published 2007 but her stories are true to heart. Laura occasionally writes articles 

for NINC and participates in online discussions. She tweets. (book at library) 

http://www.lauraresnick.com/writers-resources/  

 Many library books are dated. Be warned. 

 The Business Rush by Kristine Kathryn Rush. Ebook can be purchased but most of her 

essays are available on the internet: http://kriswrites.com/business-rusch-publishing-

articles/#sthash.5s5GNKg0.dpbs There is a lot to read (more than 100,000 words) but if that 

intimidates you, you’re in the wrong business. 

 The Sacred Cows of Writing/Publishing by Dean Wesley Smith. Smith is a prolific writer 

of media tie-in novels and his opinions may fly against everything you’ve heard. That’s okay. 

Read widely and learn to judge advice. http://www.deanwesleysmith.com/killing-the-sacred-

cows-of-publishing/ Also hundreds of articles, worth the read. 

 The Passive Voice Blog links to publishing news with lots of savvy submitters and great 

commentary. Lots of opinions, lots of experience, lots of information. 

http://www.thepassivevoice.com/ 

 NOLO Copyright Handbook. At library. No excuses. 

 James Scott Bell is a successful writer with good advice on all aspects of writing and 

publishing – with both publishers and self-publishing. http://www.jamesscottbell.com/styled-

7/index.html His ebooks on self-publishing are good and current. 

 Holly Lisle has great online classes and guides for all aspects of the writing/publishing 

process. I highly recommend her one-pass revision, but here are her FAQs on publishing 

and self-publishing: http://hollylisle.com/faqs-about-selfpublishing/ and 

http://hollylisle.com/publishing/  

 Absolute Write Water Cooler has a great forum called Bewares, Recommendations and 

Background Checks. Run an agency or publisher through the search there before you 

submit. http://www.absolutewrite.com/forums/forumdisplay.php?f=22  

 Writer Beware. A blog devoted to reporting scam artists in the publishing industry. 

http://accrispin.blogspot.com/  
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